
Board of Directors Meeting Agenda 
February 20, 2018 

 
I. Call to Order at 6:40 

a. Sign in and prayer request sheets started.  
b. Establish Quorum: Quorum established with Kevin Levells, Val Tortenson, Melanie 

Elick, Kate Wottowa, Wes Mullins, Gerry Humphreys, John Campbell, Michael Neuf, 
and Tori Jamison as guest. 

c. Opening prayer - Kate 
d. Check in 
e. Adjustments to and acceptance of Agenda. Motion 18-02-01 by John Campbell to 

accept and Kate Wottowa second; motion approved 
 

II. Devotional – February – Val Tortenson: What Can We Learn From Sharks? From 
BetterLifeCoachingblog.com 
a. March –  Melanie Elick 
b. April – John Campbell 
c. May – Katie Wottowa 
d. June – Laura Morrison 
e. July – Michael Neuf 
f. August – Kevin Levells 
g. September – Pastor Wes 
h. October – Gerry Humphreys 

 
III. Consent Agenda – Reports to be accepted. Motion 18-02-02 by Wes Mullins to approve 

and second by Kevin Levells ; motion approved. 
a. Lay Delegate Report – From Cheryl Stockton on February 16th. Question regarding 

funding for Network Gathering in September. Also discussed funding for General 
Conference attendance. 

b. Pastor’s Report – sent on February 14 
c. Membership Report – 270; from Christine White – February 14 
d. GEM Report – no report 
e. Approval of January minutes – from Melanie Elick emailed February 12 
 

IV. Discussion Business Items 
a. Treasurer’s Report/Financials – Gerry Humphreys; (see action items); Request to 

have a dollar amount month to month net change column added to the Balance 
Sheet. Would also like to have a quarterly net change reflected as well. 
Motion 18-02-03 by John Campbell to approve report and second by Melanie Elick; 
motion approved. 

b. Trivia Night Support (see action items)– Wes Shirley’s email, printed out and 
distributed for discussion along with board items for consideration.  

i. Board will sponsor 2 rounds=$25 per person. Give money to Laura 
Morrison 

ii. Required to play or volunteer to assist 
iii. Plan on assisting with set up or clean up 
iv. Sponsor a Board Pool party/BBQ-date to be negotiated by Board (by Sept 

30, 2018) 



v. Wes to email Wes S and include Michael about ‘catering’ 
vi. Expense for insurance for the event and one security person- Motion 18-

02-04 to approve by Wes Mullins, second by John Campbell; motion 
approved. 

c. Need to update reports online – Gerry and Melanie – send to Christine 
d. New Role: Board Chair for Sanctuary Support Team – Michael Neuf 
e. Moving Membership Status for Inactive Members – Will be 24 members. Discussed 

whether Carol Trissel should be moved to inactive status. She has been absent from 
church for 18 months with the exception of attending when PAD was here. Motion 
18-02-05 to move members to inactive status with the exception of Patrick 
Connaughton, Keith Ardenrieth, Susan Lukwago, and Jay Blue offered by Melanie 
Elick, seconded by Michael Neuf; motion approved. 

f. Seeds to Branches Wrap Up (See Pastor Report) – Wes M needs assistance with 
finalizing the report for the congregation-see action items. 

 
V. Reminders: 

a. Upcoming dates – Mark your calendar! 
i. Saturday, March 3, 2018, 9am-noon, Board Workday 

1. Be prepared within individual teams prior to Workday 
ii. Sunday, April 1: Easter 

iii. Saturday, April 7: Trivia 
 

b. Board Testimony Schedule (A board member testifies as part of the call to offering 
about every 5 weeks, but may change depending on unpredictable changes that 
occur.  The order below will inform the schedule.) 

i. Laura 
ii. Kevin 

iii. Michael 
iv. Gerry 
v. Val 

vi. Melanie 
vii. John  

viii. Kate 
ix. Kevin 

 

V. Review Action Items from this meeting 
a. John will review SOPPs for March meeting 
b. Melanie will review Employee Handbook for March 
c. Laura—Update on Tree Removal-still ongoing 
d. Laura to discuss with Cheryl financial requirements for Network Gathering 
e. Wes to determine General Conference Budget 
f. Wes to contact Wes S and Michael N about potential of ‘catering’ certain food 

items 
g. Ask Wes S to have on extra set of eyes to assist Trivia Security 
h. Everyone please give Laura $25 for Board sponsored Trivia Rounds 
i. Trivia Insurance Policy- Laura 
j. Wes M and Wes S to get police officer for Trivia Security 



k. Gerry and Katie will assist Revs. Wes and Katie with the Seeds to Branches final 
report. 

 

VI. Prayer Requests and Closing Prayer – Wes Mullins 
 

VII. Motion to Adjourn Motion 18-02-06 to adjourn offered by John Campbell and 
seconded by Michael Neuf; motion approved. Adjourned at 08:35 pm 
 

VIII. Executive Session — None during this session 
 

IX. FYI ONLY:  List of Ongoing Board Assignments 

• Officers: 
i. Moderator – Rev. Wes Mullins 

ii. Vice Moderator – Laura Morrison 
iii. Treasurer/Financial Oversight – Gerry Humphreys 
iv. Clerk/Record Keeping – Melanie Elick 

• Team Leads: 
i. Building Maintenance – vacant 

ii. Counting Team Manager – John Campbell 
iii. Generous Expressions/Stewardship – Kevin Levells 
iv. Nominations Committee – Laura Morrison 
v. Sanctuary Support Team – Michael Neuf 

 
II. Executive Session held on February 3, 2018 to determine and prioritize issues facing 

our church. 
 

Lay Delegate notes/report:   
1.  GENERAL CONFERENCE 2019 -- Registration is now open for the July-Orlando conference.   
2.  Can we assist Linda Brenner, MCC Communications Director?  She is working on Toolkits for 
churches to improve "messaging and branding", plus using virtual communication beyond, 
Skype, outreach, et. al.  Can we share our wealth of knowledge, plus let her know what 
resources would be helpful to us going forward (re: MCCGSL)?  Anyone? 
3.  You already know, the Board of Pensions new rate per month/per member is now in affect 
(paid quarterly). 
4.  You already know, I'm sure, of Rev Elder Darlene Garner's retirement, January 1st.  Her email 
is Darlene@GarnerPeace.com. 
5.  Our network 2017 Gathering is scheduled for September and is in Topeka.  Who want to join 
us (lay Delegates)?  We can take the train and/or carpool.   We can stay with Topeka MCCer's 
and/or share a hotel room?  Shall we begin making some plans and will the B.O.D. cover costs 
for anyone? Can we make a page on our portal or on our FB, so folks can get the details and 
indicate their interest?  One of the main topics at the network gathering will be "preparing for 
the important business at G.C., 2019".  
See: https://www.facebook.com/events/387235225015300/ 
 

February Senior Pastor Report 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/387235225015300/


Worship  
Last fall the staff planned to spend the opening part of 2018 really focused on the life, 
teaching, and personhood of Jesus. We have just completed our first worship series that 
has done that, which was called “Embracing the Heart of Jesus.” From here, as we move 
into Lent, we will look more at the personhood of Jesus.  
 
This will be a non-traditional look at who Jesus really was. The series will spend each 
Sunday focusing on an attribute of Jesus that can often be overlooked. For example, we 
will spend a Sunday talking about the fact that Jesus was a person of color who likely 
looked more like our image of a Muslim terrorist than the pictures we see of him in our 
modern-day religious bookstores. After exposing something we forget about Jesus’s 
personhood, the sermons will then explore what that insight means about Jesus, about 
us, and about our faith.  
 
Finally, after that series (after Easter), we will end this set of three series on Jesus with a 
six week series on the Prayer of Jesus, or the Lord’s Prayer. This will focus us in on what 
Jesus taught and what he considered important about conversation with God. 
 
Programming 
We have begun our Holy Conversation gatherings, and we are already learning some 
wonderful insights from our congregation. The process to take this from meetings to a 
Fall 2020 Vision Campaign still contains many steps, but it feels good to be on the way. I 
hope that each of you will make it a point to attend one of these sessions. 
 
After our Winter Staff retreat that we held at the end of January, we are shifting a 
number of things about Programming, announcements, and communications. The goal 
of these changes is to better communicate, to improve worship, and to gain a new 
hearing. When it comes down to it, we do sometimes simply need to change the way we 
do things because the routine causes folks to “tune out” the information. We hope that 
these changes will be appreciated by the congregation. 
 
Trivia—ACTION ITEM 
As you know, Trivia registration is now open. We need to really focus on pushing this for 
the month of March. Those will be key weeks leading up to the event that will 
determine our level of success. Given the tight nature of our finances as we come into 
2018, I ask that you begin now making plans to host a table and sponsor a round. Doing 
these two things, and doing them as soon as possible after we launch registration, will 
really help our cashflow. Since this is on our agenda, I won’t belabor this here. 
 
Attendance 
We continue to exhibit lower attendance figures that one year ago at this time. We are 
hopeful that some of the things we are doing to renew and revive programs and 
ministries will help our numbers rebound. We also seek information that we hope will 
give us insights about this during our Holy Conversations gatherings. 



 
Building Maintenance Updates—ACTION ITEM 
Maintenance List:  

• Dead trees 

• Loose bricks on the walkway. 

• The bathroom door in the first single-stall restroom downstairs has a broken lock 

button. We likely need to replace the entire handle and lock. Winter Outreach 

has asked us to prioritize this repair as these restrooms get a lot of use by our 

homeless guests, and a working lock is really important. 

• Carpet Cleaning. If we want to schedule this for 2018, we should do so sometime 

in the weeks following Trivia night. 

 
Seeds to Branches Wrap Up—ACTION ITEM 
As 2017 has now come to a close and the Seeds to Branches campaign has officially 
ended (though some will continue to finish their pledges), we need to send some sort of 
final report to everyone who participated in the campaign. I am asking for two folks to 
help me put this together. I’d like to have either Gerry or John help with the financial 
side of it (reporting all the final numbers), and I’d like the other person to help with 
actually writing the articles. I think we need two articles: 1) a narrative report of the 
impact thus far of this campaign and 2) a “What if I haven’t completed my pledge yet?” 
article, telling people how they can still finish in 2018. 
 

Upcoming Time Away 
May 2-7, Board of Pensions Annual Meeting. I have 18 months remaining on my term on 
the MCC Board of Pensions. This will be my second-to-last time to need to be away in 
early May for our required annual meeting. I will a miss a Sunday for this meeting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted in Service to MCCGSL, 

 
Rev. Wes Mullins 
 


