
Board of Directors Meeting Notes 
January 15, 2019 

 
I. Call to Order @ 6:38 pm 

a. Sign in and prayer request sheets started 
b. Establish Quorum 

x Rev Wes Mullins x Katie Wottowa  Val Torstenson 

x Melanie Elick x Sue Creighton   

x Gerry Humphreys x Jennie Ragland   

x Melissa Kemmis x Michael Neuf 
(phone) 

  

i. Guests: Dennis White, Toni Smith, Bruce Neal 
c. Opening prayer – Toni Smith 
d. Check in 
e. Adjustments to and acceptance of Agenda Motion 19_01_01 by Katie to accept and   

Jennie second, motion approved unanimously. 
f. Board Officer Election Vote Motion 19_01_02 by Wes to accept and Melissa 

second, motion approved unanimously. 
i. Rev. Wes Mullins – Moderator  

ii. Melanie Elick – Vice Moderator 
iii. Gerry Humphreys – Treasurer  
iv. Melissa Kemmis – Clerk  

g. Appointment of Jennie Ragland to fill vacant BOD seat for 2019. Motion 19_01_03 
by Sue to accept and Gerry second, motion approved unanimously. 

h. Sign BOD Covenants  
 

II. Devotional – Melanie Elick 
a. February – Wes Mullins 
b. March – Katie Wottowa 
c. April – Michael Neuf 
d. May – Sue Creighton 
e. June – Melissa Kemmis 
f. July – Gerry Humphreys 
g. August – Val Torstenson’s Replacement 
h. September – Jennie Ragland 
i. October – Melanie Elick 

 
III. Consent Agenda – Reports to be accepted Motion 19_01_04 by Jennie to accept and   

Katie second, motion approved unanimously. 
a. Lay Delegate Report –  
b. Membership Report – 204 from Christine 
c. GEM Report – No Report 
d. Pastor’s Report 
e. Approval of October minutes – November Meeting Minutes  

 
IV. Discussion Business Items 

a. Treasurer’s Report/Financials – Gerry H.  



i. Decision: Close the STB campaign by transferring $8,500 to the General 
Fund for the Book-keeper’s salary for 2019 per BOD decision made at Sept-
2018 meeting, and transfer the balance to the Building Purchase Fund 1096.  
Motion 19_01_05 by Wes to accept and Michael second, motion approved 
unanimously 

ii. Accept November reports: Motion 19_01_06 by Wes to accept and Michael 
second, motion approved unanimously. 

iii. Accept December reports: Motion 19_01_07 by Katie to accept and Melissa 
second, motion approved unanimously. 

1. Action Item: Wes will reach out to Debra and let her know that they 
overspent by $881.74 this year, so that they can be mindful of 
spending and look for ways to raise more money for Outreach. 

b. Decision: Where are we getting the funds for the room repair 
i. Use the STB fund to pay for the roof repairs before closing the campaign. 

Motion 19_01_08 by Gerry to accept and Melissa second, motion 
approved unanimously. 

c. Set a Board Orientation & Congregational Forum Prep Date Set for 1/26/19 
i. Action Item: Katie and Jennie will bring breakfast 

d. Establish a Sex Offender Policy Sub-Committee 
i. Action Item: Jennie, Melissa, and Wes will form the sub-committee. Wes 

will reach out to get it organized and set-up. 
e. Building Process Check In – All  

i. Action Item: Building team needs to discuss at the next meeting. Melanie 
will respond to the emails that we have received and any that we have 
come in before a decision is made. 

f. Q&A with Dennis White, BOD Candidate 
 
V. Reminders: 

a. Upcoming dates – Mark your calendar! 
i. Annual Congregational Forum—Sunday, March 3 

ii. Ash Wednesday—March 6 
iii. Trivia Night—Saturday, April 6 
iv. Easter Sunday—April 21 

 
V. Review Action Items from this meeting 
 

VI. Prayer Requests and Closing Prayer - Wes 
 

VII. Motion to Adjourn Motion 19_01_09 by Wes to accept and Melanie second, motion 
approved unanimously. 

 
VIII. Executive Session – Yes 

 
a. Board Vacancy – Appointment of Dennis White to fill vacant BOD seat for 2019. 

Motion 19_01_10 by Katie to accept and Jennie second, motion carries with 
one dissent. 

 
 



 
IX. FYI ONLY:  List of Ongoing Board Assignments 

• Officers: 
i. Moderator – Rev. Wes Mullins 

ii. Vice Moderator – Melanie Elick 
iii. Treasurer/Financial Oversight – Gerry Humphreys 
iv. Clerk/Record Keeping – Melissa Kemmis 

• Team Leads: 
i. Building Maintenance – Michael Neuf 

ii. Counting Team Manager –Sue Creighton 
iii. Generous Expressions/Stewardship – Jennie Ragland, Wes Mullins  
iv. Nominations Committee – Katie Wottowa 
v. Sanctuary Support Team – Vacant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January Senior Pastor Report 
 
Worship 
We are just coming off our Advent Series, “Angels Among Us.” Given that this was the 
first series I have done using no preaching notes and images instead, I would welcome 
any feedback from you all on your experience of that. I have gotten mostly positive 
feedback from others, with only one person being adamant that I go back to the old way 
because they thought the pictures were too distracting. So, I’d love to hear your 
thoughts if you want to fire me an email or let me know in passing. I am considering a 
similar series for Lent. 
 
Coming up next, we are about to start a new series that will take us from now until Lent. 
The series is entitled, “A Way Out of No Way.” The staff chose this series back in August 
(before the building was even up for sale) because we felt like it might be a good 
sermon series as we prepared to leave our building. Turns out to be a real “God thing.” 
The series will focus on a several Old Testament stories where God made a way when 
there seemed like all hope was lost. From Noah to Moses to Joshua, there are several 
stories of God’s faithfulness that we will consider over the six-week series. I think this 
sermon series is perfectly timed as we will be closing on our building sale during this six-
week timeframe and as we continue to search for our next church home. 
 
Staff Retreat 
Since I am already on the topic of worship, the staff (Rev. Katie, Jerry, Christine, and I) 
will be taking three days for our Winter/Spring Planning retreat. This year, we are going 
to do the retreat at Jerry’s house to save some money and keep it simple. We will be 
leaving after worship on Sunday, January 27 and returning to the office on Wednesday, 
January 30. During this retreat, we will plan worship series from Lent (March) through 
mid-Pentecost (August). We will be focusing our plans on worship, because we want to 
wait to plan future programming until our new Associate Pastor is hired. 
 
Hiring Update 
The Associate Pastor job description is now out there on the web and in some critical 
places within MCC to get attention. The application window is open until February 10, 
so I will be making next steps on this after that time. To see the job description, visit our 
church homepage and scroll down to the bottom. 
 
Rev. Lillie’s Departure 
I have had several very complimentary comments about the way we handled the 
farewell to Rev. Lillie Brock on Sunday, January 6. I wanted to take a moment to 
highlight the folks who helped make that possible. The vestment cross that was put into 
a beautiful display was paid for Sandy and Jan. They came up with the idea, took the 
cross to a trophy shop, and had the display made. What a wonderful contribution that 
made to the day. The stole that we presented to Rev. Lillie was paid for by the church, 



and Deborah Sheperis helped me pick it out. I know that Lillie really loved it, and her 
next church wears stoles every Sunday so she will get a lot of use out of it. I think we can 
be proud of how we made her leaving special. 
 
Meetup Groups 
As you know our next round of Meetup Groups is already open for new signups. The 
weather cancellation this last Sunday did not help with our sign-up process, but we have 
already made some plans to help catch that up. I hope each of you are strongly 
considering being a part of a group. If everyone participates, I can make a point to say 
that everyone on the Board is in a group. I am so grateful for Rev. Katie’s help to get this 
done. I could not have pulled this off alone. 
 
Building Sale Update 
The biggest update on the sale came in my recent email about the final work being set 
to happen on the roof repairs. Rely Roofing will come out as soon as the weather 
cooperates to perform $10,000 worth of repairs, which will be the last step to make us 
ready for closing. Lift for Life is finalizing one last process on their side at a Board 
meeting during the last week of January, so everything should be set to close in the first 
week or two of February. I will let you know as soon as a date is set. 
 
Building Maintenance Updates 
None. 
 

Upcoming Time Away 
Friday, February 1-Monday February 11, 2019: I will be in St. Marteen enjoying the trip 
that Val Torstenson donated to Trivia last year! Since this is a foreign country, I will not 
have cell service and will have very limited email access. During this time, Rev. Katie will 
be the primary pastor to contact for any emergencies. Melanie Elick, as Vice Moderator, 
will be the person to make any urgent business or policy decisions in my absence. Note: 
It is possible that the closing of the building could happen while I am away. That is 
totally fine, and we will just need to make sure other officers can be present to sign. 
 
Respectfully Submitted in Service to MCCGSL, 

 
 


