
Board of Directors Meeting Agenda 
May 15, 2018 

 
I. Call to Order at 6:36 pm  

a. Sign in and prayer request sheets started 
b. Establish Quorum: Quorum established with Melanie Elick, Wes Mullins, Gerry 

Humphreys, John Campbell, Michael Neuf, Katie Wottowa, Kevin Levells, Val 
Tortenson and Laura Morrison (via phone). Linda Mudd and Sandy Smiljanich-
guests. 

c. Opening prayer – volunteer  
d. Check in 
e. Adjustments to and acceptance of Agenda. Motion 18-05-01 by John Campbell       

to accept and Kate Wottowa second; motion approved unanimously. 
 

II. Devotional – Wes Mullins  
a. June – Laura Morrison 
b. July – Michael Neuf 
c. August – Kevin Levells 
d. September – Pastor Wes 
e. October – Gerry Humphreys 
f. November – Val Torstenson 
g. December – John Campbell 
h. January – Kate Wottowa 

 
III. Consent Agenda – Reports to be accepted. Motion 18-05-02 by Gerry Humphries          

to accept and Michael Neuf second; motion approved unanimously. 
a. Lay Delegate Report – Emailed by Cheryl S on 5/14/18 
b. Pastor’s Report – at end of report 
c. Membership Report – none  
d. GEM Report – none 
e. Approval of April minutes – emailed by Melanie 
 

IV. Discussion Business Items 
a. Treasurer’s Report/Financials – Gerry Humphreys Motion 18-05-03 by John 

Campbell to accept and Val Tortenson second; motion approved unanimously  
b. Golf – Sandy Smiljanich. Success will rely on sponsorship (Title sponsor on board-

State Farm-Toni Smith), teams, sponsors and 3 really good live auction items.  
i. Hole sponsorship ($300).  

1. Board will donate for a hole sponsor-Wes will collect funds of 
$33.34 each. Make checks out to the church. 

ii. Need 30 teams but would be great to have 36 (full roster). 
iii. Acorns Golf Course in Waterloo, IL. Registration is $100 until 7/15 then 

$125.  
iv. Goal is to raise $25,000.  

 
V. Reminders: 

a. Upcoming dates – Mark your calendar! 
i. Sunday, May 20, Congregational Forum 



ii. Family Day, June 3rd 
iii. Golf is August 25th 

 
 

b. Board Testimony Schedule (A board member testifies as part of the call to offering 
about every 5 weeks, but may change depending on unpredictable changes that 
occur.  The order below will inform the schedule.) 

i. Michael 
ii. Gerry 

iii. Val 
iv. Melanie 
v. John  

vi. Kate 
vii. Kevin 

viii. Laura 
 

V. Review Action Items from this meeting 
a. Decide about Network Gathering at July BOD Meeting 
b. Three good live auction items for golf 
c. Board Hole Sponsorship for golf-donation of $33.34 to Rev Wes make checks 

out to MCCGSL 
d. Field a team for golf? 

 

VI. Prayer Requests and Closing Prayer – Rev. Wes 
 

VII. Motion to Adjourn at 7:36  Motion 18-04-05 by and Gerry Humphreys second;  John 
Campbell; motion approved unanimously 
 

VIII. Executive Session – yes. Set up schedule for after the forum 
a. ACTION ITEM: Need to determine what percentage of members need to agree 

in order to move forward with building option. 
b. ACTION ITEM: copies of slides that speak to the three options with details that 

can be used during the Listening Sessions. 
 

IX. FYI ONLY:  List of Ongoing Board Assignments 

• Officers: 
i. Moderator – Rev. Wes Mullins 

ii. Vice Moderator – Laura Morrison 
iii. Treasurer/Financial Oversight – Gerry Humphreys 
iv. Clerk/Record Keeping – Melanie Elick 

• Team Leads: 
i. Building Maintenance – Val Torstenson 

ii. Counting Team Manager – Michael Neuf & John Campbell 
iii. Generous Expressions/Stewardship – Kevin Levells, Wes Mullins, Katie  
iv. Nominations Committee – Katie Wottowa 
v. Sanctuary Support Team – Michael Neuf 

 
 



May Senior Pastor Report 
 

 
Worship  
Following our current series on The Lord’s Prayer, we are going to take a break from 
series-based preaching for about six weeks. We will return with a new series in July with 
our annual “The Faith We Sing” summer series, which is themed “Motown” this year. 
 
During the break we will have several special services including Memorial Day Weekend, 
Family Day, and our annual Interfaith Pride Service in the park. This year we are very 
excited to lead the Interfaith Pride Service because we have about five new 
denominations/groups joining in the service (Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, 
and more)! This will mean a much larger group. We have confirmed that at least three 
congregations will be cancelling their normal services to join us in the park, so we should 
have a much larger congregation in the park than in previous years. This is a real step 
toward this service becoming a much larger component of Pride, and a wonderful 
chance for MCCGSL to be the convener and lead of all these religious groups coming 
together! 
 
Programming 
Given the reduction in interest and sign ups, the staff has agreed to wrap up our Holy 
Conversation gatherings one month early. I will be working on a final report after 
hearing from just over 50 members from our congregation.  
 
As I mentioned last month, a lot of work and attention is now being directed toward our 
big upcoming summer events, namely Family Day, Pride, and Golf. Beyond these large 
events, we have several programs lined up for the summer, and we are putting a lot of 
energy into a plan to launch small groups this fall. Here is a bit more detail on each of 
these items: 

Family Day 
Family Day plans are well underway. We will be moving our celebration to the 
front of the building to attract more drive-by and neighborhood traffic. The 
celebration will be expanded only slightly from last year, and I think it will be a 
big hit! Be sure to mark you calendars for it: June 3. 
Pride 
The Pride Team is already hard at work. They have been making buttons, 
choosing a t-shirt design, and planning for our parade float. Of course they are 
also beginning the big task of finding folks to work at our booth as we share 
about our church. We will have folks in multiple locations this year: Pride St. 
Charles, Tower Grove Pride, and Downtown Pride St. Louis. Given that two of 
those events are happening at the same time, it will really be an opportunity for 
our volunteers to come and help us spread the word about MCC! Please consider 
volunteering for a two-hour time slot at our booth at one of these Pride 
celebrations. 



Small Groups 
One of the key take-aways from the Holy Conversations gatherings has been the 
need by our congregants to have an opportunity for making deeper and more 
meaningful connections. Because we heard this so clearly and because it 
affirmed our own feelings, the staff has already begun spending a great deal of 
time together and with volunteers to develop a Small Group Ministry that we 
will launch this Fall. The Small Groups will form around areas of interest (sports, 
theater, etc), and they will be primarily for social connection with a spiritual 
community of friends. These groups will also become a key component of our 
visitor retention plan that is being completely reworked as a part of building this 
small group ministry. 

 
Golf 
Sandy Smiljanich and Jan McGah are already well into the process of leading our Golf 
Team for this year. Since Sandy will be at this month’s meeting, I will let her give you 
updates on their work. As a reminder, we have secured Acorn Golf Course in Waterloo, 
IL, with an 11am start on Saturday, August 25th. Be sure to put this on your calendars!  
 
Building Maintenance Updates—ACTION ITEM 
Maintenance List:  

• Loose bricks on the walkway. 

• The bathroom door in the first single-stall restroom downstairs has a broken lock 

button. We likely need to replace the entire handle and lock.  

 

Upcoming Time Away 
None currently scheduled. 
 
Respectfully Submitted in Service to MCCGSL, 

 
Rev. Wes Mullins 

 
 
 
 


