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In March I was chosen to be the Vice Moderator of the Board of Directors after having served as 
the nominations panel lead and as clerk.  I have been coming to MCCGSL since 1994.  Coming 
here provided me with the opportunity to be accepted for who I am and at the same time heal 
from tragic events that were taking place in my life.  It really was “A place to call home!”  I made 
a lot of new people who are now my closest friends and became a part of this church family. 

I became active in 1999 as I helped with the first MCCGSL Golf Tournament at which time I met 
my spouse, Jan, and we have been together now for 17 years.  It is hard to believe how fast time 
goes by.  Having led the Annual MCCCGSL Golf Tournament and Trivia Nights for over 15 years, 
and being a part of the “Building Together” and “Seeds to Branches” campaigns, I have watched 
and marveled at this congregation and the miracles that take place as the St. Louis Community 
comes together to help one another.  

It has been an honor to serve on the board these past three years. I want to thank everyone 
who has helped me along the way.   

The current board members have faced one of the most difficult challenges in our church’s 
history. The dedication, committed and unwavering faith in God to guide them has been 
remarkable. I would like to acknowledge them at this time. 

Eric Bailey, John Campbell, Gerry Humphreys, Tommy Lawless, and Laura Morrison. 

State of MCCGSL 

 We are moving through a challenging time in our congregation’s history, which has 
created some division amongst our members.  We, as a congregation, have worked so 
hard, we have accomplished so much, and come so far in our community in the last 43 
years, so we must find ways to come together and address our disagreements in love. 

 We are experiencing a recent drop in weekly attendance and tithes which is creating a 
cash flow issue.  

 Legal action has been initiated with the denomination and our congregation by 
attorneys representing Daniel Pattengill and Tim Moffitt. 

 Still, our vibrant ministry work continues, and the Engage and all Ministry Outreach 
Programs continue to bring us together in service to others. 

 We look forward to many new successes from our new Youth and Family Ministry that 
launched just a few weeks ago. 

 Membership classes have increased attendance and are resulting in many new 
members. 

 



2016 Board Accomplishments 

 Prioritize and coordinate building maintenance projects 
o Approved construction of new staff office and storage room space 
o Had all carpets professionally cleaned for the first time in many years 

 Administration and Finance Tasks 
o Continue to monitor and support Seeds to Branches campaign 
o Kept our records and procedures up to date 
o Sold one of the church properties in another state 
o Managed weekly offering count 
o Created a balanced budget 
o Continue to develop Emergency Preparations/Business Continuity Plan 
o Beginning to develop an Emergency Preparations Training Plan 
o Updated ByLaws and working on SOPP’s 
o Supported our two annual fundraisers: Trivia and Golf 

 Staffing Functions 
o Approved the hiring of the part-time business manager 
o Approved the hiring of the Youth and Family Minister 
o Conducting the annual evaluation of Senior Pastor’s performance 

 Ministry Support 
o Continue to support the Engage Program, the new Explore! Family Program, and all 

our Ministry Outreach Programs 
o Worked with UFMCC regarding the Report of Concern that was filed, and continue 

to partner with UFMCC to develop and implement a healing plan 
 

Moving Forward 

It is crucial to the life of our church for each of us to continue to honor our tithes and Seeds 
to Branches pledges, as well as for us, as your Board of Directors, to carefully manage our 
funds. (As a reminder the Seeds to Branches Campaign pledge commitments continue until 
December 2017.) In addition, it is critical that we all remain actively engaged in 
programming, ministries, worship, and volunteering in this time.  Now is the time to be 
present! God will be faithful to us!  

I continue to have faith in God’s guidance. God has blessed this church. I believe that will 
continue to be so! 

God’s blessings and prayers, 

Sandy Smiljanich, Vice Moderator 

 


